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SUBJECT: KATANGAN GENDARMES 

REF: KINSHASA 10167 

1. PRESIDENT MOBUTU ATTACHES GREAT IMPORTANCE TO THE DISMANTLING 

OE THE KATANGAN GENDARMES. WHEN PORTUGUESE FOREIGN MINISTER SOARES 
WAS IN KINSHASA RECENTLY THE EIRST ITEM PRESIDENT MOBUTU RAISED 
WITH HIM WAS A REQUEST THAT THE PORTUGUESE DISARM THE GENDARMES 
IMMEDIATELY, AS THEY ARE LIKELY CANDIDATES EOR THE NUCLEUS OE ANY 
MERCENARY FORCE THAT MIGHT BE EORMED. SOARES PROMISED TO LOOK INTO 
THE MATTER, BUT MADE NO COMMITMENT. MOBUTU'S OWN AMNESTY OFEER IS 
AN ATTEMPT ON HIS PART TO HELP SPEED THE EINAL BREAKUP OF THE 
GROUP, WHICH WOULD ALSO ELIMINATE A LEW FEARS AND PHOBIAS HE HAS 
HIMSELE ON THE SUBJECT. 

2. ANGOLA'S LIBERATION GROUPS ARE JUST AS ANXIOUS AS MOBUTU ABOUT 
THE GENDARMES AND THE OTHER SPECIAL MILITARY OR PARAMILITARY FORCES 
IN ANGOLA: SPECIAL GROUPS, SPECIAL TROOPS (CAMBINDA), OPVDCA 
(MILITIA), RURAL GUARDS AND ELECHAS. THE EOREMOST CONCERN OF THE 
PORTUGUESE AUTHORITIES AND THE LIBERATION GROUPS IS INTERNAL 
PEACE AND THEY ARE ALL GIVING PRIORITY ATTENTION TO TWO EACETS OE 
THE PROBLEM: THE DISMANTLING OE THE PRESENT SECURITY AND MILITARY 
APPARATUS AND THE CREATION OE A NEW EORCE THAT CAN MAINTAIN ORDER 
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WHEN THE PORTUGUESE LEAVE. TO MANY OBSERVERS THE TASK SEEMS 
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IMPOSSIBLE AND IDEAS ON WHAT TO DO AND HOW TO DO IT CHANGE 
ALMOST DAILY, AS I HAVE POINTED OUT IN PREVIOUS CABLES. WE HAVE 
IN PREPARATION A TELEGRAM ON THE LATEST THINKING HERE. 

3. RODRIGUES' EXPLANATION OE HIS ROLE IN THE KATANGAN GENDARME 
PR OBI , EM IS ESSENTIALLY THE SAME RUNDOWN HE GAVE ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY EASUM AND ME A COUPLE OE WEEKS AGO. I HAVE TRIED TO 
VERITY THE EACTS. HIS STORY MAY SEEM EAR EETCHED TO OBSERVERS OUT- 
SIDE ANGOLA, BUT IT IS ACTUALLY PRETTY ROUTINE STUEE, CONSIDERING 
WHAT IS GOING ON HERE. 

KIT ,I .OR AN 
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